
The Atomic Bomb: The Year of Decisions 
Assignments submitted via Google Docs 

 
Standards 

1. Distinguish between and analyze primary sources and secondary sources. 
2. Distinguish between fact and opinion and analyze sources to recognize bias and points of view. 
3. Interpret maps, statistics, charts, diagrams, graphs, timelines, pictures, political cartoons, audiovisual 

materials, continua, written resources, art and artifacts. 
 
Materials:  

 Slideshow with learning objectives, question and directions for the student activity and assessment   
 Wallwisher wall for closure; scoring guide for assessment  
 Webpage with links to these resources  
 Netbooks for students who won’t be using their own device  

 
Prep:  

1. Two days before lesson, inform students that they can use their own devices for this lesson and what 
they will need to be able to access on their devices (Google Docs, Wallwisher, website of primary docs).  

2. Survey the students to get a count of how many netbooks will need to be available. 
 
Question: Given the context of Truman’s recent ascension to the Presidency on April 12, 1945, and the fact that 
he had not been aware of the Manhattan Project prior to this time, would it have been realistic to expect him to 
stop the momentum underway or in fact offer an alternative Japanese strategy? In other words, did Truman 
decide to drop the bomb, or was the use of the atomic bomb inevitable?  

 
Student Activity: Atomic Notes (Students use this title when naming file) 

 Directions: Create one T-chart for your group in Google Docs, sharing it with all group members and 
the teacher. Working in your assigned group, read the provided primary sources, recording quotes and 
document titles on a T-chart to organize evidence arguing for the event as inevitable or as a decision. 
Use the Round-Robin structure to allow each group member to state found evidence and reach a group 
consensus as to what side of the chart it is to be recorded. Each group member is required to contribute 
to the T-chart, as evidenced by the Revision History of the document.  

 Scaffolding: Model the process by reading and recording evidence from Document A. 
 Feedback: Teacher will provide verbal feedback while circulating around the room observing student 

participation and viewing T-chart development in Google Docs. 
 
Assessment: Atomic Conclusion (Students use this title when naming file) 

 Directions: Based on your analysis of the documents, write a paragraph or two in Google Docs 
answering the following questions: Did Truman decide to drop the bomb, or was the use of the atomic 
bomb inevitable? Within your analysis, cite evidence to support your answer, and indicate whether you 
were satisfied with the evidence. List any additional questions that have been left unanswered through 
your investigation. Refer to the provided scoring guide. Share this completed document with me by 5PM 
tomorrow. 

 
Closure:  

 Directions: Click the link on the webpage to access the Wallwisher Wall and enter your answer to this 
question: What was one skill that you practiced today?   

 Have the wall displayed so students can watch each other’s responses as they are approved. 
 



The Atomic Bomb: The Year of Decisions 
Assignments submitted via Net Storage* 

 
Standards 

1. Distinguish between and analyze primary sources and secondary sources. 
2. Distinguish between fact and opinion and analyze sources to recognize bias and points of view. 
3. Interpret maps, statistics, charts, diagrams, graphs, timelines, pictures, political cartoons, audiovisual materials, 

continua, written resources, art and artifacts. 
 
Materials:  

 Slideshow with learning objectives, question and directions for the student activity and assessment   
 Wallwisher wall for closure; scoring guide for assessment  
 Webpage with links to these resources  
 Netbooks for students who won’t be using their own device  

 
Prep:  

1. Two days before lesson, inform students that they can use their own devices for this lesson and what they will 
need to be able to access on their devices (word processor capable of saving files in docx or doc format, Net 
Storage, Wallwisher, website of primary docs).  

2. Survey the students to get a count of how many netbooks will need to be available. 
 
Question: Given the context of Truman’s recent ascension to the Presidency on April 12, 1945, and the fact that he had 
not been aware of the Manhattan Project prior to this time, would it have been realistic to expect him to stop the 
momentum underway or in fact offer an alternative Japanese strategy? In other words, did Truman decide to drop the 
bomb, or was the use of the atomic bomb inevitable?  

 
Student Activity: Atomic Notes (Students use this title when naming file) 

 Directions: One person is your group serves as the recorder, creating one T-chart for your group in a word 
processing program. Working in your assigned group, read the provided primary sources, recording quotes and 
document titles on a T-chart to organize evidence arguing for the event as inevitable or as a decision. Use the 
Round-Robin structure to allow each group member to state found evidence and reach a group consensus as to 
what side of the chart it is to be recorded. This assignment is to be turned in by using Net Storage to upload a doc 
or docx file to the recorder’s folder. (Teacher will make a note of who is the recorder for each group.) 

 Scaffolding: Model the process by reading and recording evidence from Document A. 
 Feedback: Teacher will provide verbal feedback while circulating around the room observing student 

participation and viewing T-chart development on the recorder’s computer. 
 
Assessment: Atomic Conclusion (Students use this title when naming file) 

 Directions: Based on your analysis of the documents, write a paragraph or two using a word processing program, 
and answering the following questions: Did Truman decide to drop the bomb, or was the use of the atomic bomb 
inevitable? Within your analysis, cite evidence to support your answer, and indicate whether you were satisfied 
with the evidence. List any additional questions that have been left unanswered through your investigation. Refer 
to the provided scoring guide. Upload this file in a doc or docx format to Net Storage by 5PM tomorrow. 

 
Closure:  

 Directions: Click the link on the webpage to access the Wallwisher Wall and enter your answer to this question: 
What was one skill that you practiced today?   

 Have the wall displayed so students can watch each other’s responses as they are approved. 
 

*Net Storage: Access to your folders and documents on the school’s server with the ability to upload and download files.  


